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enable filling up with the electrolyte to be done.    Batteries of

Edison cells are mounted in hardwood crates, as shown in Fig. 127.

Owing to the fact that the active material of the Edison cell

cannot be dislodged, no damage can be done by excessive charging
or discharging, nor does it appear to suffer from, standing idle in
the discharged condition. Fig. 128 shows a typical charge and
discharge curve, and Fig. 129 shows the result of tests before and
after standing six months in a completely discharged condition.
This valuable property is particularly desirable for ignition

Fig. 127.    Edison Ceils mounted in Crate.

batteries and electric lighting of motor-cars where batteries do
not generally receive the attention necessary for keeping lead
storage cells in good condition. For the same reason Edison
batteries are very suitable for use in private installations where
expert attendance is not procurable.

Another good feature of the Edison cell is the absence of the
corrosion of the terminals owing to the electrolyte not being acid.
The electrolyte is a 21 per cent, solution of potassium hydrate
containing some lithium hydrate. The solution loses some strength
in use, and it is recommended that the electrolyte be renewed about